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Mr AndreG Coudrain
CasheCoudrain Sandage
PO Drawer1509
Hammond Louisiana70404

Re EthicsBoardDocketNo 2016286

DearMr Coudrain

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics atitsAugust19 2016meeting consideredyourrequestforan
advisoryopinionastowhetherHammondCityFireChiefJohnThomasmayacceptanallexpense
paidtripaspartofwinningtheLibertyMutualFiremarkAwardandwhethertheCityofHammond
canaccepta 10000donationaspartoftheaward YoustatedthatLibertyMutualInsurance
sponsors an award entitled the Liberty Mutual FiremarkAward Accordingtodocumentation
provided personsmaybenominatedwhoarelegalresidentsofthefiftyUnitedStatesandtheDistrict
ofColumbiawhoare18yearsofageorolderandwhoarecurrentlyemployedasavolunteeror
careerfirefighterasofthetimeofentry YoustatedthatChiefJohnThomaswasnominatedforthe
LibertyMutualFiremarkAwardforCommunityService whichisanawardgiventoafirefighterwho
demonstratesacommitmenttoservinghiscommunity Accordingtodocumentationprovided the
award recognizes firefighters who have given backtotheircommunitiesbeyondtheirdaily
responsibilities

YoustatedthattheCityofHammondhasbeeninformedthatChiefJohnThomashaswontheLiberty
MutualFiremarkAwardforhisoutstandingcommunityservice TheCityofHammondwillreceive
a 10000donationandChiefThomaswillbeprovidedanallexpensepaidtriptoNewYorkCity
forfourpeople YoustatedthatLibertyMutualInsurancehasnocontractual financial orother
businessrelationshipwiththeCityofHammondortheHammondCityFireDepartment

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thattheCodeofGovernmentalEthicswould
prohibitHammondCityFireChiefJohnThomasfromacceptinganallexpensepaidtriptoNewYork

La RS 421111ACityfromLibertyMutualInsuranceCompany prohibitsapublicemployeefrom
receivinganythingofeconomicvalue otherthancompensationandbenefitsfromthegovernmental
entitytowhichheisdulyentitled fortheperformanceofthedutiesandresponsibilitiesofhisoffice
orposition ThereceiptofanallexpensepaidtriptoNewYorkCityisnotcompensationorabenefit
fromChiefThomas governmentalentitywhichheisdulyentitledtoreceivefortheperformanceof
hisjob duties as a firefighter however he is only eligible to receive such trip because he is a
firefighter
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TheBoardalsoconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thattheCodeofGovernmentalEthics
wouldnotprohibit theCityofHammondfromreceivinganunconditionaldonationfromLiberty
MutualInsuranceCompany

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsaspresented
mayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofEthics TheBoardissuesno
opinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeofGovernmentalEthics Ifyouhave
anyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 8426630or 225 2195600

Sincerely

LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

TracyM Barker
FortheBoard


